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was essential in handling everything from or-
ders to accounting. As Vas Gunner continued 
to expand his business, Lillian’s responsibil-
ities grew as well. 

In the late sixties, Vas’ son Richard 
partnered with George Andros to form Gunner 
and Andros Investments. Again, Lillian’s duties 
expanded to meet the ever growing demands 
of the company. With Lillian’s help and dedica-
tion to hard work, the company has grown into 
one of Fresno’s leaders in commercial real es-
tate construction and management. 

In 2006, Lillian was quoted in the Fresno 
Bee, ‘‘Why would I want to quit? . . . I still 
really enjoy working, it keeps me going.’’ As a 
testament to her work ethic, Lillian reports to 
work at 9 a.m. on the dot, just as she has for 
the past 75 years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the hard work and dedication 
that Lillian Gattie has shown throughout her 
many years of service to the Gunner Family 
and George Andros. I congratulate her on her 
years of dedicated and successful work in our 
Valley. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA LOCAL FUNDS 
CONTINUATION ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 9, 2011 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
offer the District of Columbia Local Funds 
Continuation Act, to permanently protect both 
the 600,000 residents of the District of Colum-
bia and the Federal Government from an unin-
tended catastrophe in any future Federal Gov-
ernment shutdown. The bill would allow the 
District to spend its local funds at the start of 
a fiscal year if Congress has not approved the 
District’s budget by such time and thereby 
avoid a District government shutdown if the 
Federal Government shuts down. Although the 
District raises and manages its own $8 billion 
budget, Congress technically appropriates 
these local funds back to the District, a hold-
over and throwback to the pre-home-rule pe-
riod. Several years ago, Republican appropri-
ators and I reached a bipartisan agreement to 
approve the District’s local budget in the first 
continuing resolution, CR, allowing the District 
to spend at next year’s level, if Congress has 
not passed the District’s regular appropriation 
bill by the start of the fiscal year. We are 
grateful that this agreement has held through 
Democratic and Republican congresses and 
administrations. This agreement has enabled 
the District to operate its complex big-city 
functions more effectively than during the 
many years when the city’s local budget was 
only approved months after the start of the fis-
cal year. 

However, this year we see the limits of even 
this helpful agreement. As I speak, if the Fed-
eral Government shuts down when the current 
fiscal year 2011 CR expires on March 18, 
2011, the District government would shut 
down as well, even though the city’s local 
budget was forwarded to Congress on time 
last year. I am working with our Senate allies 
to permit the District to spend its local funds 
for the remainder of fiscal year 2011, but, re-
gardless of whether the Federal Government 

shuts down this year, a permanent solution 
has become necessary to avoid disruptive, un-
intended consequences. The District of Co-
lumbia Budget Autonomy Act, to end the anti- 
democratic anachronism of Congress appro-
priating to the District its own local funds in 
the first place, is, of course, the best long-term 
solution, but today’s bill is a critical stopgap 
measure. 

The District urgently needs relief now be-
cause even more is at stake than the ces-
sation of vital municipal services. If the District 
shuts down, it could default under certain fi-
nancing agreements and leases. When Con-
gress cannot reach agreement on regular ap-
propriation bills, it often operates under suc-
cessive CRs to avoid a Federal Government 
shutdown. However, successive CRs greatly 
hinder the operations of the District. Not only 
do they make it difficult for the city to plan its 
activities for the year, successive CRs greatly 
increase the city’s costs of doing business. 
The city’s partners, from Wall Street to small 
vendors, may charge it a risk premium due to 
the uncertainty created by successive CRs. 

Members who were not here during the last 
Federal Government shutdown are probably 
unaware that the District government was 
forced to shut down, too. The District govern-
ment had passed its budget months earlier, 
but Congress had not yet voted for final ap-
proval. I am grateful that after the first of sev-
eral government shutdowns and partial shut-
downs, Speaker Newt Gingrich and I worked 
together to ensure that the District remained 
operating. 

Disputes over the Federal budget have 
nothing to do with the District’s local funds. I 
do not believe that any Member wants to shut 
down the D.C. government and bring a large, 
complicated city to its knees because of a 
purely Federal matter. Moreover, D.C. resi-
dents are not alone in relying on vital District 
services. Federal officials, including the Presi-
dent, Federal buildings, foreign embassies and 
dignitaries, and businesses rely daily on the 
city’s services, as well. 

It is time we remove the District and the 
multiple, unintended consequences of a Dis-
trict government shutdown from Federal Gov-
ernment shutdown controversies. I urge my 
colleagues to support the bill. 
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HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF MOUNTAIN LAKES, 
NEW JERSEY 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 9, 2011 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of the Borough of Mountain 
Lakes, in Morris County, New Jersey, which is 
celebrating its 100th Anniversary in 2011. 

From its inception, Mountain Lakes, a com-
munity in my congressional district, has pro-
moted family life and interaction with nature. 

In 1910, Mountain Lakes was just rural 
woodland owned by a handful of families. The 
following decade, however, changed Mountain 
Lakes forever. Developers urbanized the hills, 
woods, swamps and boulders of Mountain 
Lakes to create a neighborhood where fami-
lies could enjoy the nature, recreation and 
simple pleasures of life. The plan also in-

cluded two manmade lakes, to provide out-
door swimming and boating for the commu-
nity. By late 1912, the railroad station was 
completed and with a train line to New York, 
growth and prosperity soon followed. 

Unusual about this community is the nearly 
500 homes that were built by one developer. 
Today, 454 of these homes remain standing, 
making them one of the largest collections of 
Craftsman-influenced houses in the United 
States. 

Along with their respect for their architec-
tural history, comes Mountain Lakes’ apprecia-
tion for education. Its schools provide area 
students with the foundation they need for a 
successful future. Mountain Lakes High 
School is often ranked as a top school by New 
Jersey Monthly. The Lake Drive School for the 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing and the Craig 
School are two schools that offer education to 
students with special needs. 

The developers’ vision for this community 
has survived to the present. The natural and 
architectural character that was constructed in 
the early 20th century is still a key feature 
‘‘Lakers’’ appreciate today. And, with its nat-
ural beauty, picturesque location and charm, 
Mountain Lakes still attracts residents who 
enjoy outdoor activities and community in-
volvement. 

Today, the grand gardens have been sim-
plified, houses renovated, but still the essential 
character remains. The rustic suburb of Moun-
tain Lakes has maintained its unique character 
and environment created in the two decades 
following its founding. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the Borough of 
Mountain Lakes as they celebrate their 100th 
Anniversary. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF CLIFFORD 
O. POUNDS 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 9, 2011 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Clifford O. Pounds of Emory, 
Texas, who passed away on July 31, 2010 at 
the age of eighty-nine. My staff and I are sad-
dened that we were unable to obtain a Purple 
Heart medal for Mr. Pounds. He is among an 
unknown number of veterans who sustained 
serious injuries on the battlefields of the world, 
yet did not receive the medal—some because 
a tragic fire at the St. Louis, Missouri National 
Personnel Records Center burned 80% of the 
veterans’ records and thereby erased the 
proof of them having earned the proper 
award—or some, like Clifford Pounds, who 
didn’t complain of serious injuries sustained in 
battle, especially during the battle for control 
of North Africa against a German commander 
dubbed the ‘‘Desert Fox’’ who led the then 
great and feared ‘‘Afrika Korps’’—one of the 
greatest battles of WWII. 

Clifford was born to John Clovis Pounds 
and Mary Oneida Pounds on September 10, 
1921 in Yantis, Texas. He attended school at 
Emory High School before attending the Sheet 
Metal Workers Trade School in Corpus Christi. 
The skills he developed there were something 
he would continue to use for the benefit of 
others his entire life. 
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Mr. Pounds was inducted into the Army Air 

Force on September 24, 1942 at the age of 
22. A decorated World War II veteran, he 
served his country with the 34th Depot Repair 
Squadron where his talent as a sheet metal 
worker was used to repair bullet ridden 
planes. 

The records reflect that Mr. Pounds fought 
alongside his Squadron in the Rome-Arno, 
Naples-Foggia, Po Valley and Southern 
France battles and campaigns. He also spent 
several months in North Africa fighting the 
German Afrika Korps commanded by Field 
Marshal Erwin Rommel. While serving in North 
Africa, Mr. Pounds suffered wounds from a 
German bomb that landed and exploded ap-
proximately twenty feet from him. Large pieces 
of hot flak imbedded into his back, and his hip 
was crushed resulting in a permanent limp. 
His family gave us these direct quotations— 
made by Mr. Pounds—and we have no reason 
to doubt the veracity of his description of his 
wounds, nor his reason for not obtaining med-
ical information. 

Following medical treatment by a British 
doctor, he served three additional years before 
being honorably discharged. Mr. Pounds was 
among the brave and compassionate soldiers 
who stormed the Nazi Concentration camps, 
rescuing and liberating their victims. In addi-
tion, he was also responsible for guarding 
German prisoners, and rounding up the Ger-
man citizens surrounding those camps. 

Upon time of discharge in October of 1945, 
I am told that when asked if he received any 
wounds, Mr. Pounds humbly declined to dis-
close his injuries. He considered his own 
wounds sustained at the beginning of his mili-
tary service insubstantial in light of what he 
witnessed in war—comrades who lost their 
lives, and the atrocities he observed at the 
concentration camps. War decorations award-
ed to Mr. Pounds include the Good Conduct 
Metal and the EAMET Ribbon (‘‘Europe-Africa- 
Middle Eastern Campaign’’). However, be-
cause Mr. Pounds did not complain about his 
war injuries, and no medical records from the 
British doctor who operated on his back exist, 
Mr. Pounds has yet to receive a much-de-
served Purple Heart. My staff and I attempted 
to acquire first-hand accounts from fellow sol-
diers who could formally verify his wounds. 
We were unable to contact the veterans Mr. 
Pounds served with from Emory, or his com-
rades he fought alongside, due to the fact that 
they preceded him in death. 

On March 16, 1973 Clifford O. Pounds mar-
ried Evelyn Mayfield in Corpus Christi. A de-
voted husband and family man, he celebrated 
thirty-seven years of marriage with his wife, 
during which time they were blessed with six 
children. 

Clifford Pounds was also known as a man 
of deep faith and quiet leadership. He was a 
member of the Church of Christ, taught bible 
study classes, and could be found daily read-
ing his bible in his family’s dining room every 
morning. Staying ‘‘behind the scenes,’’ he pre-
ferred to quietly help those in need rather than 
seek out credit for his actions. If an elderly or 
disabled person needed home repairs, he 
would readily offer his services until the repair 
was complete. It was also not uncommon for 
him to answer a 1:00 or 2:00 phone call in the 
morning just to be a sympathetic ear for 
someone needing to talk. 

Clifford O. Pounds is preceded in death by 
his sisters, Joy Sickles and Mary Jo Hart, and 

his son, Russell Cole. He is survived by his 
wife Evelyn; their children Sheron McCain, 
Dell Pounds, Donna Draudt, Lisa Preuss, and 
Mike Pounds; as well as seven grandchildren 
and eight great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Pounds was such a kind and deserving 
man and veteran, that I was proud to search 
and search for the proof required, and am so 
disappointed that I am still working for his Pur-
ple Heart award. 

Clifford Pounds was an American patriot 
and man of faith who lived with honor and in-
tegrity. He had a compassionate heart for 
those less fortunate, and gave generously of 
himself in all aspects of his life. It has pained 
me to know how entitled Mr. Pounds was to 
receive his Purple Heart, but I am proud to 
have gone the last mile trying to get the award 
to one so deserving. I am personally ac-
quainted with the Pounds family, and we all 
know that although I was unable to get testi-
mony for presentation for the Purple Heart, 
that on the 31st of July, 2010—the date of his 
death—we said goodbye to a great American, 
a great patriot, and a loving husband, father 
and grandparent to those who loved him. God, 
and those buddies he served with, know of his 
sacrifices. Though he will probably never re-
ceive a Purple Heart award, he proudly walks 
those streets paved with gold, and he will al-
ways be remembered as a fiercely loyal sol-
dier, a true and loving family man, and a Red, 
White and Blue American that we will never 
forget. Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues 
present today to join me in honoring this un-
sung American hero, Mr. Clifford O. Pounds. 
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RECOGNIZING TAIWAN’S 20TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE STRAIT EX-
CHANGE FOUNDATION 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 9, 2011 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, recently we have 
seen many breakthroughs in cross-strait rela-
tions: direct, scheduled flights, direct shipping 
and postal services, a framework for financial 
cooperation and investment. On June 29, 
2010 Taiwan and Mainland China signed the 
historic Economic Cooperation Framework 
Agreement (ECFA) in Chongqing, China. At 
the moment, Taiwan’s Strait Exchange Foun-
dation (SEF) and Mainland’s Association for 
Relations Across the Taiwan Strait (ARATS) 
are discussing and exploring further measures 
to improve cross-strait relations. 

It is apparent to the international community 
that the tone of Taiwan-mainland relations has 
improved significantly. With the conclusion of 
numerous cross-strait agreements, economic 
and cultural ties between Taiwan and main-
land China can be expected to grow in the fu-
ture. I am happy to see increased stability in 
the Taiwan Strait and upsurge in Taiwan- 
mainland economic, cultural and people-to- 
people contacts. 

Mr. Speaker, these acheivements would not 
have been possible without the hard work of 
President Ma Ying-jeou and the leaders of 
Taiwan’s Mainland Affairs Council (MAC) and 
the Straits Exchange Foundation. On the 20th 
anniversary of the founding of the Straits Ex-
change Foundation, I applaud the courage 
shown by President Ma in taking steps to im-
prove cross-strait relations. 

Again, on this anniversary, it is my belief 
that future stability in the strait will depend on 
open dialogue between Taiwan and Mainland 
China, free of force and intimidation and con-
sistent with Taiwan’s flourishing democracy. In 
order for Taiwan to deal with Mainland China 
confidently, Taiwan needs to be confident in 
its role in the international community, its abil-
ity to defend itself and its place in the global 
economy. 

The United States must continue to support 
Taiwan’s meaningful participation in inter-
national organizations. We must help Taiwan 
feel that it has the physical capacity to resist 
intimidation by selling defense articles and 
services to Taiwan, consistent with the Taiwan 
Relations Act (TRA). Lastly, we must explore 
new initiatives to expand our economic rela-
tionship with Taiwan. 
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CONGRATULATORY REMARKS FOR 
THE SAFE RETURN OF SPACE 
SHUTTLE ‘‘DISCOVERY’’ 

HON. SANDY ADAMS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 9, 2011 

Mrs. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
welcome home the Space Shuttle Discovery 
and its crew of six from the STS–133 mission. 
The Space Shuttle Discovery landed safely at 
Kennedy Space Center located in Florida’s 
24th Congressional District this morning. The 
brave astronauts of Discovery spent 13 days 
in Space and delivered their payload to the 
International Space Station flawlessly. 

This is the final flight of the Space Shuttle 
Discovery and with its now 39th successful 
mission since 1984, including the delivery of 
the Hubble Space Telescope and the Ulysses 
robotic probe, we will bid farewell to the most 
traveled spacecraft in our fleet. Discovery has 
carried over 180 courageous astronauts to 
space including the first female shuttle com-
mander and shuttle pilot in history and has 
been a symbol of space exploration and tech-
nological innovation for decades. 

I offer my congratulations on a job well done 
to Commander Steve Lindsey, Pilot Eric Boe, 
and Mission Specialists Alvin Drew, Steve 
Bowen, Michael Barratt, and Nicole Stott. 
They are true American heroes and pioneers 
in the race for discovery and exploration. Wel-
come home team. 
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RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL 
GROUND WATER ASSOCIATION 

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 9, 2011 

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure for 
me to recognize the efforts of the National 
Ground Water Association (NGWA), which is 
headquartered in my district in Westerville, 
Ohio. NGWA is sponsoring National Ground 
Water Awareness Week which began on 
March 6. Each year, this event puts the na-
tional spotlight on a critically important issue, 
the preservation and protection of groundwater 
for human and environmental purposes. 

National Ground Water Awareness Week is 
the pinnacle of NGWA’s year-round effort to 
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